
Right	  to	  Identity	  
#Right2Identity	  

Overcoming	  the	  struggles	  of	  
Illegal	  Intercountry	  Adoption	  



Host	  of	  the	  evening	  

Barbara	  Wachter	  
Swiss	  UN	  Youth	  Delegate	  2015/16	  
A	  program	  directed	  by	  the	  Swiss	  National	  Youth	  Council	  
(SNYC)	  in	  collaboration	  with	  the	  Swiss	  Federal	  Department	  of	  
Foreign	  Affairs	  
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Program	  

§  Welcome	  	  

§  Hervé	  Boéchat,	  Director	  of	  Program,	  International	  Social	  Service	  (ISS)	  

§  Patrick	  Noordoven,	  Founder,	  NGO	  Brazil	  Baby	  Affair	  

§  Jacqueline	  Arias,	  Director,	  MyMedia	  

§  Q&A	  

§  Apéro 	  	  
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The	  grey	  zones	  of	  intercountry	  
adop4on	  and	  (some	  of)	  their	  

consequences	  

Hervé	  Boéchat	  
Interna4onal	  Social	  Service	  



ISS	  and	  its	  Interna4onal	  Reference	  Center	  
ISS:	   	  -‐	  founded	  in	  1924,	  to	  support	  families	  whose	  members	  are	  

	  living	  in	  different	  countries;	  
	  -‐	  a	  network	  present	  in	  more	  than	  100	  countries	  
	  -‐	  5000	  cases/	  year	  (migra4on,	  unaccompanied	  minors,	  
	  interna4onal	  family	  media4on,	  etc.).	  

	  
IRC: 	  -‐	  created	  during	  the	  draQing	  process	  of	  the	  1994	  Hgue	  

	  Conven4on;	  
	  -‐	  funded	  by	  20	  countries	  
	  -‐	  free	  access	  for	  countries	  of	  origin	  
	  -‐	  ac4vi4es:	  monthly	  review,	  provision	  of	  legal	  exper4se,	  
	  sharing	  good	  prac4ces,	  etc.	  

	  
Projects:	  -‐	  Assessments	  of	  child	  protec4on	  and	  adop4on	  systems	  
(Moldova	  2006,	  Kazakhstan,	  Azerbaijan,	  Kyrgyzstan	  2007,	  Vietnam	  
2009,	  Ivory	  Cost,	  Guatemala	  2010,	  Laos	  2011;	  Colombia,	  Hai4,	  DRC,	  
Ghana	  2013,	  Armenia	  2014).	  

	  -‐	  Research:	  “Inves4ga4ng	  the	  grey	  zones	  of	  ICA”	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “Finding	  abuses	  when	  searching	  for	  roots”	  

	  
	  
	  
	  



«	  The	  grey	  zones	  »	  

•  	   Child	   produc=on	   and	   harves=ng:	   children	   being	  
“produced”	   for	   adop4on	   through	   paid	   pregnancies,	  
kidnapping,	  purchase;	  
	  
• 	   Forced	   relinquishment	   and	   abandonment:	   manipula4on	  
of	  birth	  parents	  to	  obtain	  their	  consent	  under	  false	  reasons	  

• 	  Child	  abduc=on	  in	  emergencies	  situa=ons	  

• 	   “Child	   laundering”,	  or	   how	   the	   child	   “legally”	   enters	   the	  
adop4on	  process	  	  	  

	  



CONCLUSIONS:	  
	  
• 	  Abuses	  are	  taking	  place	  before	  the	  adop4on	  process	  itself	  
• 	  The	  Hague	  Conven4on	  is	  not	  a	  guarantee	  per	  se	  
• 	  Remedies:	  legisla4ve	  reviews,	  informing	  prospec4ve	  
adopters,	  control	  of	  adop4on	  agencies,	  control	  of	  money,	  
strengthening	  coopera4on,	  etc.	  
	  
• Which	  answers	  to	  the	  adoptees?	  



Project:	  «	  Finding	  Abuses	  When	  
Searching	  For	  Roots	  »	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
• 	  Is	  there	  any	  answer	  on	  the	  legal	  side?	  
• Is	  there	  any	  past	  experience	  to	  build	  on?	  
• 	  What	  are	  the	  experiences	  of	  adoptees	  and	  associa4on	  of	  
adoptees?	  
• 	  What	  can	  be	  said	  about	  the	  psychological,	  social,	  familial	  
consequences	  when	  discovering	  abuses?	  
• 	  What	  are	  the	  role	  and	  responsibili4es	  of	  the	  States?	  
• 	  How	  to	  develop	  good	  prac4ces,	  guidelines,	  etc…	  
	  
	  

	   	  Implementa4on	  of	  ar4cle	  8	  UNCRC	  



	  
	  
	  
Ar=cle	  8	  UNCRC:	  	  
	  
1.	  States	  Par=es	  undertake	  to	  respect	  the	  right	  of	  the	  child	  to	  
preserve	  his	  or	  her	  iden=ty,	  including	  na=onality,	  name	  and	  family	  
rela=ons	  as	  recognized	  by	  law	  without	  unlawful	  interference.	  	  
	  
2.	  Where	  a	  child	  is	  illegally	  deprived	  of	  some	  or	  all	  of	  the	  elements	  of	  
his	  or	  her	  iden=ty,	  States	  Par=es	  shall	  provide	  appropriate	  assistance	  
and	  protec=on,	  with	  a	  view	  to	  re-‐establishing	  speedily	  his	  or	  her	  
iden=ty.	  	  
	  



#Right2Iden=ty	  



Overcoming	  the	  Struggles	  of	  Illegal	  
Intercountry	  Adop=on	  

Patrick	  Noordoven	  
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Personal	  Story	  

•  Searching	  without	  information	  
– Birth	  place;	  location;	  date;	  time	  and	  weight	  

•  Listing	  possible	  mothers	  
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Beginning	  of	  the	  end	  
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Origins	  and	  Consequences	  of	  
the	  Brazil	  Baby	  Affair	  

•  What	  happened?	  
•  How	  did	  it	  happen?	  
•  Why	  did	  this	  happen?	  
•  What	  were	  the	  problems?	  
•  What	  is	  the	  problem?	  
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Mission	  of	  the	  NGO	  Brazil	  Baby	  Affair	  

•  What	  can	  be	  done?	  

•  How	  to	  achieve	  this?	  

•  Through	  the	  NGO’s	  Mission!	  
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Imaginary Mothers 
Birth Mothers in Costa Rica 



My  

adoption  

story 





In 2008 my adopted sister & I visited 
our family in Costa Rica. We heard a 
very different story than the one we 
were told about our adoption. 



Me, my brother & my sister were 
adopted without my mother’s 
permission. 





ARIAS FAMILY 2008 





After hearing my family’s story 
about our adoption, I wanted to 
know more. 



2010 



Were there others who had similar 
experiences? 





Imaginary Mothers 
Film Trailer 







Imaginary Mothers 
Is the era of International Baby Adoption 
over? 



Imaginary Mothers 
Film will be released this spring. 
 
Imaginarymothers.com 



This film is not just about mothers in Costa Rica, but 
also about women all over the world who have lost 
their children through adoption. 
 
It is also about Adoptees’ right to hear and voice the 
truth. 



www.ojosonline.org 





Q&A	  

#Right2Identity	  


